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mentioned as priest in charge of the cathedral, and the oldest Moscow arch-
priest Father Peter Sakharov, the last priest in charge of the Cathedral of St.
Basil.
The candles of the Metropolitan's chief deacon, Father George Antoncnko,
and other chief deacons, as well as the pastoral staff of the Metropolitan
himself, are adorned with fresh flowers. A few minutes before the arrival in
the cathedral of His Holiness, Sergius, Metropolitan of Lithuania and Vilna,
places himself at the head of the welcoming assembly.
In the brightly lit, festive cathedral, crammed to overflowing with a crowd of
worshippers, many thousands strong, there is a constrained whispering, a
tinkling of incense chains and a light crackling of glowing candles.
Then suddenly a car slowly draws through the middle of the thronging crowd
in front of the cathedral, bringing His Holiness. The people bare their heads and
bow low. Noticeably moved, His Holiness, accompanied by Father John
(Razumov), his chaplain and cell attendant, enters the cathedral.
Then there is a moment of heartfelt emotion, which cannot be described in
words and which is even transmitted to His Holiness, whose jubilee is the cause
of this exclusive Church celebration.
And suddenly from the depths of the cathedral, the distinct loud reading of
the welcoming address of the Moscow parishioners is heard. "Your Beatitude,
Most Holy Lord," reads the Exarch of the Baltic, '"on the day of the fortieth
anniversary of your episcopal service to the Church of Christ, we, priests and
flock of the Orthodox parish of Moscow, speaking in the name of the whole
Russian Orthodox Church, greet you on your glorious jubilee. At this moment
we have in our thoughts the great path which you have traversed in your life-
time. Half a century ago, the Great Hierarch, Head of the Church, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, called you, still a young man of twenty-three, first to monaslicism
and priesthood, and then within ten years to the holy and highest stage of the
hierarchy, which you have honourably held for the whole forty years and which
was crowned by your elevation to the high place in which you are the bearer
of supreme patriarchal power as the Most Holy Acting Patriarch of the
Autokephalous Orthodox Russian Church. During the whole of this path
through half a century, you have, Your Holiness, gathered a vast experience of
life, achieved high and complete authority as administrator, organizer, thinker,
scholar, and you have given a glorious example of your high calling, have been
a beacon of faith, the first teacher and leader of the Russian Mother Church.
You have passed through a great, difficult and varied path of service to the
Church of Christ. Greece, Japan, Finland enter as integral parts in that spiritual
field, which, with the abundant help of the Godly Sower and Gardener, you
have planted, watered, tended (1 Cor. iii, 5-9); and finally you have been placed
by Providence as chief helmsman of the Russian Church at one of the greatest
periods in the historical life of our State. At that time, when it was necessary
in complicated circumstances to choose the right course for the ship of the
Church, you charted it wisely and clearly, with special sagacity, took and skil-
fully steered the Church along this course, and are steering it still. This is the
way of the Mother Church of the Russian Patriarchate, the way of complete
preservation within the Church of the apostolic succession and the purity of
Orthodox teaching with all its dogmas and traditions, with all its canonical
and church service custom. This is at the same time the way of complete and
high loyalty to the Church and of imbuing the children of the Church with love
of their native land. You exhorted us, in remaining Orthodox, to remember our